
Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Saint Raymond Community: 

As we celebrate the Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, we are hopeful as we see signs of new life after two years of

pandemic restrictions. At the same time, we see conflicts and tensions in our world that make us aware that there is a great

need for the gospel of peace that we have come to know through the Lord Jesus.  

Easter is a time of calling to mission. The Lenten season of refocusing our priorities is a preparation for Jesus’ invitation to

collaborate in his mission of transforming evil into good in the world. As we celebrate Easter, we rejoice that St. Raymond

has been given an opportunity for renewal in the Renew My Church process of our archdiocese. We will not face the

challenges of merging with another parish. But we are called to strengthen the witness of St. Raymond as a community that

is focused outward; offering the peace of Christ to those around us. Jesus’ call goes out across time to us: 

The Resurrection, the Ascension, and the Day of Pentecost together are the three actions that send the Church on mission.

The Father raises Jesus from death, manifesting the power of God that can overcome all human suffering. Jesus, the Son,

ascends into heaven, making clear that it is the People of God who will carry forward the covenant mission, as the Body of

Christ in the world. The Holy Spirit comes down upon the disciples to empower them for their mission. So our mission is

nothing less than a participation in the life of God as Trinity of persons, united in love. The apostle Paul describes the new

reality of the mission in which we live:

 

The future of St. Raymond now lies in the hands of the parish community as a whole. The ball is now in our court in Renew

My Church. We have been given an opportunity to remain as an independent parish. Working together, then, we appeal to
you not to receive the grace of God in vain. (2 Corinthians 6:1)  Parish growth will depend on the activation of the whole

variety of spiritual gifts in our midst. This means openness to new ideas and creative innovation. It means a willingness to

give in service to others. Whoever wishes to come after me must deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. (Mark
8:34) The power of the Resurrection is manifested as we give ourselves in service; as we offer hope to others by sharing with

them the ways that the power of God has worked in our lives.  

In this season of Easter, let us pray that the Lord will make clear to each one of us how we need to grow by moving out of

our comfort zones, and offering our personal gifts to contribute to a new vision and new growth in our community. May the

power of the risen Jesus touch your life and the lives of your families.  

Peace Be With You, 

Fr. Scott Hebden, Pastor 

April 17, 2022

Reflections

Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you. When he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” John 20:19-21  

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service,
but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in

everyone...As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, 
are one body - so also Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 12)  

Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.  



April 10, 2022

Friends, we are just one week away from celebrating the resurrection of our Lord. But today, on this Palm

Sunday, we celebrate “The Triumphant Entry” of Jesus to Jerusalem.  The phrase, “As Jesus was on his way to

Jerusalem” is mentioned numerous times in the Scriptures. Each time Jesus entered Jerusalem was a step

towards the fulfillment of his mission. Jerusalem was the Via Dolorosa “the way of the cross.” 

This celebration can be very ironic. While Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem to die riding on the back of a

donkey, people greeted him waving branches as a symbol of victory. They shouted, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

 

This line is from Psalm 118:25-26, which was sung as a welcome to pilgrims coming to Jerusalem. While it was

appropriate to sing this song as Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, there is more involved in this line,

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”

 

The word “Hosanna” is a Hebrew word, “hôšîʿâ-nā” which had become a greeting or shout of praise but which

actually meant “Save” or “Help!” This word was used during that time to address a king with a need. It was a

word used when someone was in desolation and distress. Thus, they saw Jesus as their king of hope and peace

because they were suffering from all kinds of ailments: diseases, corruption, injustice, and wars of all sorts. 

 

One of my teachers used to tell us that Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey because the donkey was the

“Limousine” of the time. The symbolism of the donkey may refer also to the Eastern tradition that it is an

animal of peace, versus the horse, which is the animal of war. So, Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem would symbolize

his entry as the prince of peace. 

 

Jesus came to bring eternal peace at the cost of his life. While today is a triumphant day for all of us. It is also a

day to reflect on our mission to carry out the peace that Jesus came to bring. We must go to Jerusalem if we

want to carry out the mission. We must pick up our cross and follow Jesus if we want to be called people of

peace. Lent is our Journey to Jerusalem. It is our Journey with Jesus, in front of Jesus carrying our branches

singing with a loud voice,

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord” 

 

As we continue our journey to Jerusalem during this Holy Week, let us ask Jesus to give us his strength and

courage to suffer and die with him. Let us prepare our hearts for the agony of his passion in this life and the

joy of His glorious Resurrection when he comes again. Let us wave our palms with hope and joy because our

Jesus is the prince of peace, our savior, our life, and our salvation. 

Reflections

Fr. Rodlin

"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 



Reflections

In today’s Gospel, we read that the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery to Jesus and

said that in the law, Moses commanded them to stone such women. They said this to test him, so if he went against the

law of Moses, they could bring a charge against him.  When he began writing on the ground without giving them a

verbal response, they continued to press him for an answer and his response was 

 

 He once again resumed writing on the ground.  One by one, the woman’s accusers went away, leaving her alone with

Jesus.  Jesus asked “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” She replied, “No one, sir,” and he responded, 

 

 

This important Gospel story clearly shows us God’s response when we sin, and equally important, how God responds

when we judge or condemn each other.  When Jesus said, “let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw

a stone at her,” he did not alter or contradict the law, but he served notice that all of us sin and fall short of God’s

commandments and are not in the position to judge or condemn anyone for their sin.  When we judge by the letter of

the law, or at least our interpretation of it, it never seems to come out quite fair or just, and rarely is it for the good of the

person being judged, as is the case here, where a woman was going to be given a death sentence, while the man with

whom she was caught in the act of adultery is never mentioned and seems nowhere to be found.  With Jesus, it’s a

different picture altogether. We don’t know what he was writing in the ground and let me just say that I sure would love

to know, but he was making it very clear that there was more to the story than what was being presented. Then by

turning the focus from the woman’s sin to the fact that no one there was without sin, he silenced her accusers.  By this

reasoning, Jesus, as one without sin, would have been eligible to cast a stone, but he instead freed her from all

condemnation, with the charge to go and sin no more.  

This encounter shows us the deep contrast between human attempts to follow the letter of the law and the freeing power

of God’s unconditional love.  Jesus spared the woman from the condemnation of the law, not to condone sinful behavior,

but to allow her the glorious chance to live a life free of it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Echoing the actions of Jesus, the second chapter of the book of James issues forth the call to “speak and so act as people

who will be judged by the law of freedom. For the judgment is merciless to one who has not shown mercy; mercy

triumphs over judgment." (James 2: 12-13)  What does it look like to heed that call in our daily lives?

 

Let us be reminded by today’s Gospel that we serve a God who loves us, frees us from condemnation, and both

challenges and empowers us to become who we were created to be, a living testament to God’s infinite love and

forgiveness.  Let us go forward and walk in the light of God’s love today!

April 3, 2022 Brian Fife
Music Director

“Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.”

“Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin anymore.”

Some questions we can ask ourselves-

1. How do we see God? Do we picture God as a condemning God to be feared, or a loving God who loves us

unconditionally and freely forgives our sins and failings, and by that great love empowers us to do better?

2. Do we think that we are somehow qualified in any way to judge others for their behavior?  Do we focus on the faults of

others to avoid honestly evaluating our own thoughts and actions?

3. Do our religious practices reflect the scribes and the Pharisees in this story, or in the response of Jesus in how we view

and treat others?  Would others be encouraged to follow Christ based on our behavior and attitude toward them? 



In the parable of the prodigal son, Jesus reveals God’s overwhelming love and mercy. Ready to

beg for his father’s forgiveness, the contrite son falls to his knees before his father. But before

the boy can barely utter a word, his father embraces him and celebrates a son who was dead and

has come to life again, he was lost, but now has been found.

You and I live in a world where there are consequences for past failings. In our world, the prodigal

son dishonored his father, so surely there must be a punishment to be paid. How can the father

just look aside and begin to celebrate? Perhaps we fail to see that the father is not looking aside,

but instead, is looking directly into his son’s heart, a heart that is filled with regret and remorse.

Perhaps our challenge is to grasp God’s love and mercy. Perhaps our challenge is to question our

perspective of a merciful God, a loving parent versus a judging disciplinarian. 

The younger son was indeed lost, but so was his brother, as we heard further into the story. The

first brother thought he no longer had a home, and the older brother felt lost, thinking he no

longer fit in. 

There are many ways to feel lost. We do not need to be out there, somewhere, to be lost. We can

also be lost right in the midst of being surrounded by family and friends. We can feel lost while

attempting to function in our everyday routine.

Something suddenly happens in our life, something, perhaps, so terrible, or painful that we find

ourselves lost in the darkness, feeling completely alone, thinking we cannot find the safety and

comfort of home again, and convinced we no longer deserve a place at the celebration table. 

Jesus reveals to us our God, who loves us all so much... our God who will never leave us or

abandon us... our God who will seek us out ... who will search high and low for us. Like the father in

the parable, God will never let us forget that we are always his beloved daughters and sons. 

March 27, 2022

Reflections

Deacon John

How can this be? 

But we hear of another son in this parable, don’t we? 

We can never be lost!



Reflections

March 20, 2022 Sr. Val
Dear St. Raymond Family,

Today we begin the third week of Lent, a time when we are again invited by our loving and
gracious God to come back from wherever we may have strayed; to know that however far off
the path we may have gone God is waiting for us with open and forgiving arms. Through
deeper prayer, fasting from whatever may separate us from one another, and sharing with
those less fortunate are the ancient scriptural means of putting us back on the right path
again.  These forty days are an opportunity to refresh, to look honestly at ourselves, and to
become more of the person God wants and calls us to be. 

Today’s reading from the gospel of Luke reflects that spirit. At first glance, the parable of the
fig tree may seem harsh and unforgiving. The owner of the vineyard decides that, since the fig
tree has not borne fruit for three years, it needs to be cut down so as not to waste the soil. He
has given it enough time to produce, and his patience is at an end. His will for the tree has not
materialized.  But it’s the gardener who sees the potential of the fig tree and asks that the
owner relent and give it more time to do what it was meant to do. The gardener promises to
give the fig tree special attention and care to draw the best from it, giving it one more chance 
 I find it interesting that Jesus doesn’t tell us if the fig tree was fruitful the following year, but
we know that it was given another opportunity to do what it was always meant to do; to bear
fruit and be a place of beauty, nourishment, and peace in the vineyard.

The message of Jesus is clear and resonates with us today, on this third Sunday of Lent in the
year 2022 just as it did with those gathered around and listening to him. Each of us is invited
and called to bear fruit, to bring God’s love and being into the We are grounded in God in good
and rich soil. We have all that we need to be carriers of God’s love to others. But if we find our
soil becoming dry, if we don’t nurture and attend to our soil, we have these forty days to
revitalize it through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. We, like the gardener, have this
opportunity to get to work and come back with all our hearts to who our loving God always
meant us to be. Grounded in God, in good and nurturing soil, may these forty days enrich us,
deepen our spirits, and enhance our ability to bring the love of God to a world in such
profound need.  

Blessings and peace to you today and all your days,
Sr. Valerie Kulbacki
Director of Care Ministries

Each of us is invited

 to come back from wherever we may have strayed

The gardener promises to give 
 the fig tree special attention and care to draw the best from it, giving it one more chance to be fully alive.

and called to bear fruit, to bring God’s love and being into the world.

deepen enhance

https://www.st-raymond.org/staff/diana-arizmendi


Has there been a moment in your life in which you have encountered Jesus in a special way? 

How do you encounter Him on a daily basis? 

How have you grown as a person, parent, neighbor, etc… as your relationship with Jesus grows? 

How is Jesus calling you to serve Him and His Church? 

During my sophomore year as an undergraduate student at Loyola University, I had the opportunity to study abroad in

Rome. As I was getting ready to leave, I made a bucket list of things I wanted to do on my days off from class: travel to as

many places as I could, try new foods, meet new people, learn to speak Italian as best as I could, etc… Connecting with and

nourishing my faith was not on my list of priorities. I grew up going to church every Sunday and saying my prayers, but

my faith was not one of a personal relationship with God. It was simply a faith checklist: I go to Mass and pray because

that’s what we are supposed to do. 

In today’s Gospel, we see how Jesus led Peter, John, and James up to a mountain to pray. During this time away from all

distractions, Jesus’ “face changed in appearance and his clothing became dazzling white” (Luke 9: 29) while in their

presence. Peter, John, and James “saw his glory and the two men standing with him.” (Luke 9: 32) Imagine what they must

have felt! Standing before them was Jesus in all his glory and divinity along with Moses and Elijah. This was certainly a

powerful encounter that left a mark on their lives. 

I often think of my time in Rome as that mountaintop experience: it was during Lent in 2008 that I encountered Jesus in a

powerful way and my relationship with Him became a personal one. I became more curious about the different things we

believe in as Catholics. My desire to pray and have daily conversations with Jesus grew. I began to attend daily Mass and

receive the sacrament of reconciliation frequently. Not only was Jesus revealing to me who He is, but He was also

revealing to me who I am. For the first time in my life, I was experiencing a radical love that I had never experienced

before. This was a powerful encounter that changed my life in ways I could never imagine. I knew after this experience

that I wanted to share my faith and experience with others! As soon as I came back from Rome I immediately enrolled in

Confirmation prep classes so I could complete my initiation process. I received the sacrament of Confirmation at the

Easter Vigil in the Spring of 2009 and after that, I felt prepared to follow God’s calling to serve Him and His Church. 

Every Lent, I like to reflect on my time in Rome and the numerous moments of deep encounters with Jesus I have

experienced ever since. As we continue our Lenten journey together, I invite you to reflect on your encounters with Jesus. 

Open your heart and allow Jesus to reveal 
Himself and His calling to you! 

Each of us is called to holiness! May we all open our hearts this Lent to be mindful of Jesus’ presence in our lives and grow

in holiness so that one day we may sit with Him in heaven and see Him in all His glory! And may we be bold and

courageous to share our experiences and faith with others just like Jesus’ disciples did! 

Reflections

March 13, 2022

Diana Arizmendi

“face changed in appearance and his clothing became dazzling white”
 “saw his glory and the two men standing with him.”

 Youth and Young Adult Formation

https://www.st-raymond.org/staff/diana-arizmendi


One of the great blessings of living in a country such as ours is the number of opportunities many of us have.  I say “many”
because we know that some in our society are faced with circumstances that pose enormous obstacles to improving their
personal situations.  But for many of us, we have choices.  Where to live. Where to work.  Whom to marry.  What schools to
attend.  What to eat.  How to spend our leisure time.  Many of us even have the choice to jump in a car or plane and travel to
destinations all over the country or world for that matter. Yes, in many respects, we have the ability to live our lives
however we see fit, filling our days with whatever we choose. It can be a pretty good feeling.

Yes, most of us have it pretty good.  But with all these choices comes a kind of danger.  You see, having so many things
available to us, can sometimes lead us to start pursuing nearly everything. Everything we see, everything we hear
about, and everything we see others have.  In a very real sense, these opportunities can make us start believing that
we can “have it all”.

Have it all.  Who wouldn’t want that?  It sounds pretty great.  A lot of advertising plays on this very common human
instinct.  That’s why we see products often advertised by simply associating the brand with some sort of great life. 
 People enjoying themselves on a beach.  People driving cars through spectacular scenery.  People having tons of fun in
a bar or in their backyard or in a far-off place. The idea, of course, is to try to get people to make a link between that
particular product and a great life. Yes, we all seem to want to “have it all”.

And then comes Lent.  Good ol’ Lent the Church season so many of us have a kind of fascination with, but struggle with
embracing the season in the fullest way possible, myself included. We have the rules of fasting and abstinence.
Improved prayer life. Extra almsgiving. All good stuff, all important stuff. Yet I always ask, do I really embrace what
Lent is all about?

Today we see Jesus in a place we see him every year on this Sunday, in the desert. Of course, he’s not alone. The devil
is there to tempt him, to try to lure him down a different path, trying to get Jesus to want to “have it all”.  But Jesus will
have none of it.  And the reason is simple:  He knows who he is, knows what he is to be about, knows what the Father
is calling him to knows enough to resist the strong temptation to serve his own needs first.   

You see, Lent is really about rediscovering who we truly are and then embracing that reality. All our prayers and
almsgiving and Lenten observances are simply there to help us move outside of our own wants, outside of our own
concerns, outside of our own desires to “have it all”.  It’s as if the world is holding so many things in front of us and
telling us, “If you just had these things, or did these things, or embraced these things, you would be happy.  You would
be fulfilled.  You would have a great life.”

Yet, those are not always the same things God wants for us or from us.  He wants so much more.  More kindness, more
selflessness, more mercy, and more love. THESE are the things that truly provide us with a good life, a meaningful life, a
life with true purpose and true joy and true peace. Staring down the temptations that come our way and choosing a
different path.

My friends, the only way to “have it all” is to “give it all”.  The only way to have life to the fullest is to die to ourselves
time and time again.  The only way to truly experience love is to be a loving person.  And the only way to be forgiven is
to forgive others.

That’s one of the great mysteries of our faith that it often seems to be the opposite of how we think things work or
think things should be.  Lent is all about helping us to see that reality. So, let’s embrace it not in a lukewarm way, but in
the deepest way possible.  The world needs us.  Others need us.  Let’s be there for them, not just during this season, but
always. 

 Have a blessed Lent everyone.

Reflections

March 6, 2022

Deacon Dave

Who are we?



WELCOME TO LENT!
 

It is often said that Lent is a PENITENTIAL season. 
This does not mean it is PENAL (from Latin poena = punishment), 
but rather a time of REPENTANCE (from Latin pentire = to regret).
 

Lent is a time to face the things we regret doing or not doing and to set out in a new direction.  Lent is a time to make sure
we are claiming our true identity as Christians.  Lent is a time to make sure that we are living as fully as we can in the power
of Christ. Lent is a time of realigning priorities in (the) light of the gospel.
 

James 1:22-25   Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, that person is like someone who looks at themselves in a mirror, and then goes off and immediately forgets what
they looked like.  But the one who peers into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres, and is not a hearer who forgets but
a doer who acts, such a one shall be blessed in whatever they do.

Lent is a time to ask ourselves and reflect on serious questions:
 

  

LENTEN REFLECTION ON CATHOLIC IDENTITY IN THE 21ST CENTURY
 
As we seek to clarify our priorities during Lent, Fr. Scott will reflect on what it means to be Catholic.  What makes us unique
as Catholic Christians?  As our world changes rapidly around us, what does Catholic Christianity offer?  As more and more
people drift away from religion, what is the value of Catholic Christianity?  Join us and refresh your knowledge of what
Catholicism is.

Reflections

February 27, 2022

Is my identity centered in God's love for me as a unique person? Am I more concerned about what

other people think of me?

Am I moving beyond the life formed and limited by my past experiences and relationships?   Am I

embracing the healing and new life that God offers me?

Do I have a sincere spiritual life, are the word of God and prayer at the center of my life?  Are

prayer and worship a side compartment in my life that I engage only when I have time?

How can I make more space for God in my life?  What can I put in place of the practices that control

me, or that have failed to give me joy or peace?  Checking my phone?  Watching TV?  Going

shopping?   

How can I make more space in my life for giving to others?  

Have I been overlooking people in my life who need my attention and support?

What is one positive thing that I want to do to realign my priorities?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Fr Scott


