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Mr. Galus Settling in as New Principal

By JONOTHAN SLOBODA

Mr. Galus is St. Raymond

School's new principal. Do you
want to know more about him, like
what will he want to change or what
does he like about the school?
Well, I've got the answers to those
guestions and many more.
What interested you about
working at St. Raymond?
It's a very good community and has
very nice children. | was excited
when there was an opportunity to
be here.

What have been your biggest
challenges and surprises?

I am trying to remember
everybody’s name. Also this is a
very nice community and this
community is just like a family.

What is your opinion on the
characteristics of a good
teacher?

They have to really care for their
children and students, and have
knowledge on what they are
teaching.

See MR. GALUS, Page 2

Mr. Galus and Mrs. DiLorenzo are partners as St. Raymond

School's new administrative team.

Get to Know Mr. Galus Better!

By NICOLE SIPKO

Want to know some fun facts about Mr. Galus?
Then this is the article to read.

Mr. Galus has worked at St. Benedict and Holy
Cross Schools. He was a teacher for many years.

He and his wife have two children. He likes
reading, baseball and other sports.

See FUN FACTS, Page 2

Summer Storm Headaches for School, Too

By KAILA SCHMITZ

The stormy summer may have left you
and your family to deal with flooding and
water problems at your home, but you
probably didn't stop to think about how the
storms and flooding affected St. Raymond. |
spent some time with Mr. Gallus and Mr.
Cook talking about the the damage suffered
by the school during the storms in late July.

There was about an inch of water that came
in through the bathrooms by the art room in the
fourth through sixth grade wing. The reason
why the water came in through the bathroom
was because the sewers backed up and water
came in through the toilets and sinks. The
water traveled down the hallway, past
the double doors, up to Mrs. Duffer's room.

See STORMS, Page 2

Don’t Let 2011-12 Calendar Changes Surprise You

By OLIVIA WAGNER

This year, Christmas Break is a little
shorter than normal, but we get out of school
much earlier in June! Make sure you know
about these changes to our school year.

Work is going to be done in the school
over the summer. Crews will be taking out the
asbestos under the carpets on the lowest
floor. No kids can be in the building during
this process because the asbestos can be
dangerous.

See CALENDAR, Page 2
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At Iron Oaks, Students Learn
to Achieve Achieving Goals
Amid Fun and Games

By JACOB RIEMER

On September 15 the seventh and eighth graders went to Iron
Oaks in Olympia Fields. Iron Oaks is a place where you are taught
leadership skills through activities they set up for you.

Everyone was separated into groups and did different activities.
There were five activities, but we only completed the goals of four of
them.

Our first activity was a tossing game. The lesson of the game is
that sometimes things will come at you really quickly and
unexpectedly, but we need to think things through and make a plan
to accomplish our goal.

After that we went and played a game where our group had to
get a ball through the maze without the ball dropping through the
hole. This game showed that when working with a team you must
communicate your intentions.

Then we went on to play a game where your group got on a tarp,
and had to flip the tarp over without stepping off it. That was the one
game in which we never accomplished our goal. We did however,
learn that if you ever get in a situation like that you're better off
throwing all the heavier people off the tarp. Really though, maybe it
was to teach us to stay in shape so that when a situation comes
your way where you have to be able to move quickly and as a group
you'll be able to.

After lunch we played a balancing game, the point being to
always listen to each other’s ideas. Our last game involved using 10
blocks that you were given to make a walkway to get to a certain
destination without stepping off the blocks. That was a very time
consuming game, but we did complete it, and we learned that you
must stay calm. Throwing items and getting mad is not the key to
success.

Those were all the activities we did at Iron Oaks, and | highly
encourage all students to go there as it was a very different
adventure. It not only told, you but showed you the best way to
accomplish your goal.

Storms —
. (Contd. from Page 1)

The water also
came into the
building by flowing
down the stairs and
leaking in through
the alcove doors.
After the water came
in, the school
contacted a carpet
cleaning service
which took about six
hours to vacuum up
all the water.

The carpet
service had to wash
the carpets and let
them dry. They
repeated these
steps, to make sure
that the carpets were
safe to use and not
full of bacteria.

The new tree in the parish courtyard replaces the
tree that was lost in this summer’s storms that hit
Mt. Prospect. Photo by: Class of 2015.

The courtyard also flooded and a tree came down in the
storm. You may have noticed that there was a new tree
where an old one stood. The new tree was being watered
and had yellow caution tape around it to help keep it
protected.

Thankfully the storms did not affect any of the
computers and SMART boards throughout the school. Mr.
Gallus said an evacuation may be necessary if water came
into the school again while students were present. Safety
procedures are necessary for all types of situations, even
rain storms. There were only minor changes made to the
school as a result of the flooding. In addition, some
materials, books, and shelves were replaced.

Now that the rainy season is coming to an end let’s hope
that Mother Nature is good to us during the winter ahead.

Mr. Galus (contd. from Page 1)

What do you think you want to change or which area could be changed?

Calendar
(Cont'd. from Page 1)

| do not really know because | just started working here. | don’t really want to change

anything. | just want to get to know the school better.
What is your education philosophy?

Kids have great abilities. As teachers we should help them grow into their abilities; I like to

have the students do projects on what they learned in their lesson.

How are you and Mrs. DiLorenzo splitting the duties?
We are working together as a team.

What is it like to work with so many women?
Everybody here is wonderful and | enjoy working here.

So mark your calendars.
Christmas Break this year will start
at the end of the school day
Wednesday, December 21, 2011.
We'll be back in school on Tuesday,
January 3, 2012. You may be angry
with this, but summer break will
begin Friday, June 1, 2012. That is
about a week earlier than normal.

Along with that, we possibly will
go back to school later than normal
in the fall depending on how long the

Fun Facts (contd. from Page 1)

Mr. Galus likes the Cincinnati Reds over the Chicago teams. When he was a kid he

wanted to be a play by play announcer for the Cubs.

In his daily life he does the usual things and reads. He likes to watch the Andy Griffith
Show and the news. He has a cat, but no dogs. In college basketball, he likes UCLA and for

football it's Wisconsin and Northwestern.

Mr. Galus has a flip phone, nothing exciting. For the air conditioning in the basement

[lower level] of the school, he said...maybe.
Lastly his name is pronounced with a long “a”.

asbestos work takes. The exact date
is still undetermined because it’s far
away. There may be a few other
changes that will alter our school
days but those two are the biggest
ones.

Keep on the lookout in the Friday
Flyer for any new or upcoming news
to be aware of.
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Laughter Yoga Returns this Year
By ELLEN SHERWOOD

St. Raymond School has a new club called Laughter Yoga.
Mrs. Geraghty meets with students of all grade levels on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 A.M. She answered some
questions about yoga.

What is yoga?
Yoga is the exercise of the body; stretching movements and
rest which equal a calming and peace.

How is laughter yoga different then regular yoga?
Laughter yoga is a body mind exercise. Laughter yoga can be
very loud and contagious!

What yoga skills are you going to be teaching the
students?

We will work on many different exercises of mind and body
laughter. The younger students already know how to laugh
without recitation.

Do you like teaching the kids yoga and do the kids like it?
I love it. It feels good and | believe the kids love it. It makes
sense to me.

Do you think it is fun and good for your body?
Absolutely! | can see benefits that can help every student.

Do you get more flexible by doing laughter yoga?

For me, | feel better all over. It loosens you up all over. It
helps you focus with a clean head. It makes you happy and it
feels great!

Welcome Ties

Mrs. Puszka read the first graders Mr. Tanem'’s Ties by Maryann
Cocca-Leffler. The story was about a principal who wore very
colorful ties. One day he was told that he could no longer wear
the ties. Everyone was sad. Our colorful ties were made in art
class with Mrs. Linnemann.

Saints’ Scoop reporters Katie Sipko and Anna Sharp interviewed the exchange
students from Verona, Italy, when they visited St. Raymond.

Italian Exchange Students Visit,

Share Stories of Home, Travels

By ANNA SHARP and KATIE SIPKO

Twenty ltalian exchange students from Verona, Italy came
to visit Saint Raymond School in September. They let us ask
them some questions.

In their high school they have 700 students. They only
have to go to school from 8 A.M. to 1 P.M. to learn. Then they
go home for lunch. Some of their subjects are English, Italian,
and chemistry. They have classes on Monday to Saturday,
while we have classes on Monday to Friday.

Every grade sang a song for them. This year they sang a
song for us, The Crocodile Song.

The ltalian students really like it here. Their favorite place in
Mt. Prospect is the police station.

They went to Chicago to see the Art Institute and
Millennium Park. They really liked the Chicago Loop a lot!!

Their country is also famous for their pasta. They tried our
Chicago style hot dog. Six out of the 20 visitors have scooters.

Everyone enjoyed learning about our two cultures.

Student Service Club
Always Looking for the
Next Great Idea

By TRISTAN TOOLE

The Student Service Club is organized by Mrs.
Porcaro, Mrs. Gorr and Mrs. Solka.

They like to surprise the students with ideas. It is
very popular with the children. This year is the
biggest group with 30 students. They enjoy it very
much. They think it is fun, interesting, and informing.

The first activity was the Halloween Pumpkin
decorating contest.
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Faculty Update: New Fac

Miss Bertz
Photo by
Will Sweetman

By GRACE LARSEN

Miss Bertz now teaches second
grade with Mrs. Lossau and Miss
Geimer.

She had been teaching preschool
for four years. She decided to start
teaching second grade because she
thought it would be good to teach
something different.

“I's great working with two other
second grade teachers. They have
taught me all about the subjects, and
how to get the kids to listen.”

Miss Bertz said it's challenging

learning all the things to teach the
second graders. She also said it was
really difficult to change classrooms.
Moving her teaching supplies wasn’t
easy, but Miss Bertz isn’t afraid of a
challenge.

Have fun teaching second grade!

Photo submitted by Mrs. Porcaro

Miss Wheel
Photo by
Will Sweetman

By PAIGE RUSSO

Miss Weel changed grades this school
year, which meant a lot of packing. The
move didn't take that much energy because
she just moved across the hall. That was
good, because her new preschool students
have a ton of energy. She needed to save
her energy to keep up with them.

You're probably wondering what she does
to keep her preschoolers busy? They play
lots of games and sing songs. Her first year
of teaching was with kindergarteners and
they have a ton of energy so | think she has
enough experience to get her by the
preschool year. She loves her students and
thinks it is great fun to teach them.

| also asked her why she decided to
change grades. She said it was a full day
position if she changed grades, and she
wanted to continue to be a part of the early
childhood team.

es, New Places

Miss Hahn
Photo by
Daniel McKenna

By MADDIE COWEN

Miss Hahn's favorite thing about
kindergarteners is that they love
working and playing. But sometimes
they get so excited about school that
they can't keep quiet.

This is Miss Hahn’s third year of
teaching. What Miss Hahn likes best
so far is seeing the kids smile and
loving school so much! Miss Hahn
doesn't live too far away.

It took Miss. Hahn a lot of work to
get her classroom set up. She had to
go to the store and buy many things.

Miss Hahn’s favorite grades are
kindergarten and third grade. Miss
Hahn loves teaching kindergarteners.
She thinks that the kindergarteners are
easy to teach but hard to keep quiet.

Miss Cianfaglione becomes Mrs. Porcaro

By HALEY SLUSHER

On June 10, 2011, Mrs. Porcaro lived her fantasy and married Mr. Porcaro. The
vows were sealed at Our Lady of Ransom Church in Niles. This church was special to
Mrs. Porcaro because she and her husband both grew up in that church.

As the soon-to-be Mrs. Porcaro stood side by side with her dad walking down the
aisle, she wore a mermaid style dress that was beaded head to toe. She wore a
crystal and pearl headpiece to top it off. During the ceremony there were nine
bridesmaids, nine groomsmen, two junior groomsmen, one junior bridesmaid, a flower
girl, and a ring bearer. This bridal party included her sister Stephanie, as her maid of
honor.

After the ceremony they went to the reception, at Victoria Beau Jolie. The
reception included a lot of purple with a theme of “Love is...” the comic. These little
comics were placed on each table and had little sayings of what love is like. On
Sunday Mr. and Mrs. Porcaro went to Aruba for their honeymoon and are living
happily ever after.
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DiLorenzos
Welcome Baby
George

By ANNIE ATWOOD

At the end of the last school year, Mrs.
DiLorenzo had a baby boy named George.

When George was born on May 6, 2011, he
weighed seven pounds and eight ounces. When |
asked Mrs. DiLorenzo how hard it is to balance
children and work, she said that it can be very
difficult getting out the door with two kids. It can
also be very hard going back to school for
activities at night.

Mrs. DiLorenzo says that Sofia and George
get along very well; she also said that George is
starting to interact more and play with toys.

| asked Mrs. DiLorenzo what big sister Sofia
thinks about her little brother. She said that Sofia
loves George so much, and whenever she gets in
the car to go somewhere, Sofia screams, “Mom,
make sure you bring George!”

George laughs the most when people smile at
him. George’s personality is more laid back, and
he is definitely a happy person.

Mrs. DiLorenzo says that she does not get
enough sleep! She is trying to get George to
sleep through the night. She said she thinks it is
way too early to have more kids, but as the time
goes on she will think about it. Mrs. DiLorenzo,
thank you for telling us about your children. We
are so happy for you!

Learn How Other Cultures Celebrate Near Christmastime

i A
blmyi A

By OLIVIA WAGNER

Christmas is still a few weeks away, but do you know how it's

celebrated in different cultures?

Mrs. Gorr is Expecting!

By MADDIE ATWOOD

Exciting news — Mrs. Gorr is pregnant! Mrs. Gorr is the seventh and eighth
grade literature teacher. Her due date is December 3. Mrs. Gorr already knows
that the baby is going to be a girl. You are probably interested in what names she
has chosen.

“Mr. Gorr and | are having a harder time deciding on girl names than we did for
our son Dan,” Mrs. Gorr said. “We are starting to get the list narrowed down, but
we haven't decided yet.” They have a son, Dan, who is really excited about the
baby. “He tells EVERYBODY he sees, ‘Guess what?! My mommy has a baby in
her belly!" We’'ll see how excited he going to be once the baby gets here and he
has to share a room and the spotlight!”

Balancing two kids can be difficult. Mrs. Gorr admits she’s a little nervous about
it. “I hear it's hard transitioning from one to two. | will have to ask Mrs. DiLorenzo
on how to manage it.”

| asked Mrs. Gorr if she already started buying clothes for the baby. “Well, |
haven't bought very much, but my very good friend Mrs. Solka threw me a surprise
“Pink Party” over the summer when | found out | was having a girl. Everyone
brought me a cute pink outfit for the baby,” she said.

Sleeping arrangements will be different at the Gorr house. “At first we will keep
the baby in our room with us in a bassinet, since the baby will be up a lot at night.
Dan is having so much fun in all day preschool at St. Hubert’s, and | want him to
get a good night’s sleep. But once the baby is a little older, she and Dan will share
a room.”

There are some things different about this pregnancy. “Dan was born in June,
so | didn’t have to take a maternity leave last time. | am sad | will have to leave my
students for a while this time around.”

Mrs. Gorr is really excited about having a girl. “I love Dan more than anything,
but | wanted to have a boy and a girl. God blessed me with that opportunity and |
am so grateful,” she said. | asked Mrs. Gorr what her plans are once she has the
baby.

Mrs. Gorr will be returning this school year after her maternity leave.

“No, you can't get rid of me that easily! I'm sure Mr. Galus will help find a
fantastic sub for while I'm gone,” she said. “I will wait as long as | can to leave
since the junior high students are so great and | will miss them! I'll be back at
school sometime in February, depending on when the baby is born.”

We are so excited for Mrs. Gorr! We will keep her in our prayers.

Kwanzaa is a celebration in the United States honoring
African American heritage and culture. This is a weeklong
celebration. Kwanzaa was created by Maulana Karenga and was
celebrated first in 1966-67. His goal was to give African
Americans a holiday to celebrate. Households are decorated with

Here’'s some information about Chanukah, Kwanzaa and
Three Kings Days.

Chanukah is an eight day celebration and is also known as
the Festival of Lights. This is a Jewish holiday. Chanukah is
celebrated on a different day each year and this year starts on
December 20. It is observed by lighting a Menorah. There are
candles in it and a new one is lighted each night. The candles
burn for at least a half hour after dark. Foods eaten are potato
pancakes and jelly donuts.

The traditional game played is the dreidel spin. It is a
spinning top with a Hebrew letter on each side and you would
take chocolate, nuts, raisins, or something else and you spin
and either put something in the pile or take something out.

objects of art. The greeting is “Joyous Kwanzaa.” A celebration
includes musical selections the reading of the African Pledge, a
candle lighting ritual, a performance, and lastly, a feast.

Three Kings Days is celebrated in many Latin countries. It is
also called El Dia de los Reyes or The Day of Kings. It's origin is
from when three kings came to worship and give gifts to baby
Jesus. It is celebrated on January 6. In Spain, Argentina, and
Uruguay children leave their shoes out for the king’s presents on
January 5. In Mexico, they leave them out on January 6 in
Puerto Rico, it is tradition to fill a box with grass or hay and put it
under their bed.

So now you know how different cultures celebrate. These are
just a few cultures and their traditions.
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Season Young,
Optimism High for
Chicago Blackhawks

By TIM WITEK

This year | think the Chicago Blackhawks will have a great season.

After last season ended the Blackhawks picked up a few players
like Dan Carcillo, Andrew Brunette, and even Team Captain Jonathan
Toew's brother, David Toews.

The Blackhawks also lost a few players over the summer like
defenseman Brian Campbell, right wing Troy Brouwer, and center
Tomas Kopecky.

We have also had some injuries in some of the Blackhawks key
players like left wing Patrick Sharp and right wing Patrick Kane. Their
injuries should only last until the beginning of regular season.

At the beginning of the pre-season the Hawks are doing pretty
good without some of their key players for the team. Recently,
General Manager Stan Bowman moved some of the team’s draft
picks down to their minor league team, the Rockford Icehogs. He also
picked up some new goalies from the free agency over the summer
like Alexander Salak and Ray Emery. But most importantly
Blackhawks Coach Joel Quenneville is returning to the Blackhawks
organization.

Stay tuned and watch the Chicago Blackhawks on WGN and
Comcast Sports Net.

SRS Students Predict |
World Series Winners |

This October students were given an opportunity tlt who
they thought would win the Major League Baseball Play-offs and
World Series. A number of students turned in predictions and the
winners were the following: Mike O’Shea, Jonathan Sloboda,
Michael Wittich, Katie Mueller and Connor Parks. Each of these
students correctly predicted four of the seven series that were
played.

World Series Notes From Mr. Galus:

The St. Louis Cardinals victory over the Texas Rangers was the
11™ World Series Championship for the Cardinals. That total is the
most for a National League team and, is the second most in
baseball history. The New York Yankees have won the most World
Series, 27.

The Cardinals, along with the Dodgers and Giants hold the
National League record for series appearances with 18. The
Yankees have the most appearances in series history with 40.

The Cardinals have played in, and won the most seven game
series of any team in World Series history. This years’ victory was
the eighth time St. Louis has won a seven game series, they have
played in 11 seven game series.

The Texas Rangers became the first team to lose consecutive
series since the 1991 and 1992 Atlanta Braves. Interestingly
enough there are only six teams to ever lose consecutive series,
three in both the National and American Leagues. The teams that
have lost consecutive series are: NL: Giants, Braves, Dodgers, AL:
Yankees, Rangers, and Tigers. The Tigers and Giants each lost
three consecutive series.

Teams that have won the most World Series:
Yankees 27, Cardinals 11, A's 9, Red Sox 7, Dodgers 6, Giants 6,
Reds 5, Pirates 5.

What it's Like to Run on
the Cross Country Team

By SEAN NILLES

Cross country is one of the first N \:ah ‘
)

sports of the school year.

It is an easy sport to do. You run ™~
one to two miles once a week. You < K
can join if you are fifth grade or older. )5

The coaches are Mr. Lopez, Mrs. J
Meyer, and Mrs. Kendziera. There is
a practice on Wednesdays and on

Fridays. We work on our miles and
intervals.

The meets are usually on Mondays and they take
place at Melas Park. The meets are one hour long. You
run against all the catholic schools in the area, for
example St. Emily’s.

If you're old enough and thinking about a sport, join
Cross country next year.

Congratulations! The varsity cross country team won
their third consecutive Northwest Catholic Conference

championship this season. Quite an accomplishment.
,_-_-f:"'//,__%'\\‘-h
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FOR THE CURE

Girls’ Teams Raise Money
for Volley for the Cure

By OLIVIA WAGNER

On Friday, October 21, all of the girls’ volleyball teams
participated in Volley for the Cure.

Volley for the Cure is one night where the 6", 7" and 8"
grade teams play and St. Raymond tries to raise as much
money as possible to help fight breast cancer. This year, Volley
for the Cure was also Pack the Gym night and the last home
game of the regular season for the 8" grade team.

Each year, every girl on the team gets a Volley for the Cure
shirt to wear during the game. Girls were allowed to wear this
shirt for the Jeans Day on that Friday.

It was the fourth year St. Raymond sponsored Volley for the
Cure. For the last few years Mrs. Fedor has been the person in
charge of this fundraiser, along with the help from the coaches,
the parents that work concessions, and others that help with
the raffle.

St. Raymond also thanks everyone that made a donation to
fight breast cancer. Volley for the Cure raised about $900 that
will be donated to the Breast Cancer Research Foundation.
That includes the jeans day proceeds, raffle tickets sales and
donations.

All volleyball players also took time from their practice to
make cards for cancer patients at Oncology Specialists.

If you are going to play volleyball when you're old enough
now you know what to expect. Volley for the Cure is a great
thing that St. Raymond does each year.
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Junior High Movie Review:

The Help

By FAITH MORENO

The Help took place in Jackson, Missouri, in the 1960’s. The
movie is based on the best-selling book by the same name.

Skeeter, a young, white writer, began a secret project called The
Help. The purpose of The Help was to write from the perspective of
the African American maids, who were treated with cruelty by their
southern, white employers.

Skeeter secretly met with a group of maids. The maids shared
their experiences of working for the higher class whites. The stories
they shared showed the injustices of the employers. Skeeter
compiled all of the stories that the maids shared with her into a book.
The book created some tension between the maids and their
employers, leaving Skeeter in a dangerous position.

The Help was a great movie. The characters were strong and
believable. The plot of the movie kept the audience drawn into the
story. Although this event was fictional, the story seemed realistic.
The Help included some humor and important life lessons about
discrimination. Some of the content may not be appropriate for
younger children. | would recommend this movie only to Junior High
level and older.

Halloween may be

over but these are
still fun cookies!

Drawing by
BEN BAILIE

Easy Spider Cookie Recipe
By DUNOVAN KATE STAECK

You will need:

2 Oreos

2 pieces black licorice cut up in different sizes
1 Can of “Ready to Decorate” Icing- Red Color
2 Pieces of candy corn

2 tablespoons of spooky

1 teaspoon of scary

Then you'll need a plate. Next, place two Oreos
on the plate. After putting the two Oreos on the
plate, you take 2 pieces of black licorice and
place them on the different sides of the spider.
Then, add two red eyeballs using the Can of
“Ready to Decorate” Icing. For the fangs, add
two pieces of candy underneath the spider’s
eyes. After that add a decoration of your choice

The recipe's source is Dunovan Kate's former
kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Stanley.

FALL CROSSWORD

Crossword by
GRACE BAILIE

]
|

7l

Across

4.
5z

6.

The trees change
They change color.
New commander-in-chief at St. Rays.

Down

1.
. Fall sport

. In the fall it gets.
. A season

. Autumn is a

~ o W R

These fall on the ground.
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Puzzle by RACHEL COCO
MADDY MENCZYWOR

Back to school

ARTBOX BACKPACK COLOREDPENCILS
CRAYONS EXPANDABLE FLASHDRIVE
FOLDER HILIGHTERS LUNCHBOX
MARKERS PAPER PEN

PENCIL PENCILCASE

By Moll y Penten

Puzzle by TOMMY CARRICO

Thanksgiving
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LEAVES NOVEMBER PILGRIM!
STUFFING THANKSGIVING TURKEY
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